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Scotland comes to Indian River: Scots weigh in on American ‘football’

By Jon Shecket
shall Wriler

FRANEKFORD — Travel is all
about making new frisnds and
there iz no exception in the cage
of River Soccer Club.

Abonut a month and a half
after RSC's U-16 and 1U-13 teams
toured England and Seotland
and participated in the Loch
Lomond Soccer Festival, repre
sentatives from the company
that helped organize the tour
made a return visit.

Eric MeAlear, the 115, based
founder and president of Exeel
Imternational Sports and his
Scottish representatives Gerry
Gilroy and Graham Mackenzie
were on hand for Indian River's
4-1 win ovear Milford on Toesday
Sept. 16,

MeAleer played professional
sooter in Scotland for 2ight sea-
soms  before  arriving  in
Marvland in 1897, He founded
the company shortly thereafter
and it did not talke long betore it
became hig full-rime Tmsiness,

MeAleer =aid that the frips
are not just abont playing soccer
but prining new life skills and
axperiencing different cultures,

“River soceer Club has been a
great group o work with,” he

said. “It"s refresh-
ing when yon
have parents and
administrators
who undarstand
the blg pletoes,”

McAlear savs
that youth sococer
in America has
improwed “hy
leaps and bounds”
elnce e refurned
tiy the states in the
Late B0,

“I"wa saen that
with the teams we
take arross.” he
gaid. “Sorme of the
bwst coaches [M've
goen in the world
are American.
They  arve  wery
open and recep-
tve to learning.
In Srcotland and
England so many
of the coaches say
11s our game, we
inventad it, we're
batter' so they've
very old school in
their approach to
craching. "

What makes American soceer
unigue, said McAlser, is there is
o frwe SAmerican stvle” of

SPORTS

playing soceer

“T don’t think there's a black
and white answer to that. If vou
asked me what the Dutch atvle
was or the Italian style, 1 could
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Eric MoAleer (cenber), the LS, based foumder and president of Excel Internationad Spars thal ook
River Soccer Club to Europe last manth, holis up his hands as he s introducd to e coosd at ndian
River High's home soccer game against Milord last week, He is Naaked by Scoffish representafives
Gesry Gilroy (heflp and Graham Mackenzie,

tell you what all of those wera”
he =aid. “America’s such a cos
maopolitan country that when
voll look at who the national
roaches have been over the last
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thera's an official league and

Scottish ﬂm_ateur_ ;
League's premier division,
In his role hosting the Loch

Foot ball

your play other schools in your
ared, but theres no interest as
snch from parents, You don't get
any of that.”

Gilroy has spent over 30 vears
coaching at Kilpatrick and he
oversees 13 teams from T
through U-21 and the club's flag-
ghip team that plays in the

Lomond soccer fastival, he too
has seen an improvement in the
play of Americans.

“Thev've competed well and
over the Last six vears have bagn
very successtul,” he said.

Mackenzie says that Scoitish
boys would learn just as much if
they were to make the trip to

America.

“We gee American feams
coming over and I think in
terms of technical ability, it's
second to none,” he said. “The
attitnde and commitment of
thes=e plavers is fantastio.

“The American bovs work
hard for their zame.”
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) years thev've all come from
different connteles and they e
all come from different back-
grounds and theywe tried to
imposs their own styla to the
national tearm. One of the greal
things is Americans in genaral
are very athletic and very fit”

And while he calls most
American soccer facilities “a
work in progress,” Medlser
made a polat of taking his
Spottish counterparts to Roxana
fo sea the River Soccer Club's
CGum Road complax.

“It'z snch a breeath of fresh air
when won see a club that has
their own identity with a elube.
house, a field and & sign out-
glde,” he said.

In addition to being the
Seottish  representatives  of
Exrcal International, Gilroy and
bMackenzie are the chalrman
and secretary, respectively of
the amatene ¢lob Kilpatrick FC.

Gilroy said he was impressaid
by the tornouwt and parental
involvernent at Indian River:

“Back home it Seotland at the
eguivalent of this you get just
the coaches of each team and a
couple of spactators,” he said.
“School football is organized,

See SCOTS, Page 57



